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Section 1.0

Snapshot of Number of
Certified Peer Support Specialists

The following table presents the number of certified substance
use and mental health peer support specialists across each state,
district, and territory in the United States as reported on the date
listed in Column 4 of the table. Data sources for the report include
state approved certifying entities and state behavioral health
agencies as listed in Column 5.

State, districts, and territories may offer separate certifications

for substance use (SU) peer specialists and mental health (MH)
peer specialists, or they may offer one certification (Integrated) for
both peer specialists and mental health peer specialists. Column

2 indicates which type of certification is available in each state,
district, and territory. See the January 2023 Requirements for Peer

State/District/Territory

Type of Certification

(SU, MH, or Integrated)

National Distribution of Certified Peer Support Specialists in the United States by State, District, and Territory

Number of Certified

Peer Support Specialists

Date Reported

Data Source

Support Specialist Training and Certification in the U.S. report by
the Peer Recovery Center of Excellence for more information.

The information in the table is listed alphabetically by state,
district, and territory.

*Denotes numbers that were reported as cumulative (total
certifications granted) rather than current count (current active
certifications).

Data Collection

Data was collected between August 2023 through July 2024

from state approved certifying entities and state behavioral

health agency websites where available. When online data was

not available, staff at the Peer Recovery Center of Excellence
contacted representatives of the state approved certifying entities
and state behavioral health agency websites via email to obtain
data. Data is valid as of the date indicated in Column 4.

Gathering this data posed significant challenges due to the
variability in certification bodies between states and the infrequent
availability of up-to-date information. Additionally, the number of
certified peer support specialists is continually evolving as more
individuals achieve certification.

For questions or to provide updated information, please contact us
at info@peerrecoverynow.org.

Alabama Integrated 539 8/3/23 Office of Peer Programs, Alabama Department of Mental Health
Alaska Integrated 100+ 4/9/24 The Alaska Commission for Behavioral Health Certification
American Samoa SuU cs:;?’;[i?i_ce:tcilgrzsiidprogress 5/15/24 Copeland Center for Wellness and Recovery

Arizona Integrated 1218+ 4/15/23 Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System

Arkansas SU&MH (separate) 130 8/7/23 ackanss Doparment of Human Sences, Divsion of A
California Integrated 3534 7/2/24 California Mental Health Services Authority (Cal-MHSA)
Colorado Integrated 283 9/25/23 Colorado Providers Association

Connecticut SuU 376 8/21/23 Connecticut Certification Board

Connecticut* MH 1500 8/21/23 Advocacy Unlimited A Peer-Led Recovery Organization
Delaware Integrated 222 714/24 Delaware Certification Board

District of Columbia Integrated 154 4/3/24 T T T CEE——
Florida Integrated 894 10/2/23 Florida Certification Board

Georgia SuU 1033 8/21/23 Georgia Council for Recovery

Georgia MH 2,000+ 8/21/23 Georgia Mental Heatlh Consumer Network

Guam Integrated 40 3/19/24 TOHGE, Inc.

Hawaii MH + Co-Occurring 197 8/21/23 Hawaii Department of Health, Adult Mental Health Division
Idaho SuU 36 4/19/24 Idaho Board of Alcohol/Drug Counselor Certification

ldaho MH 481 8/25/23 BPA Health



https://peerrecoverynow.org/product/2023-update-to-the-comparative-analysis-of-state-requirements-for-peer-support-specialist-training-and-certification-in-the-u-s/
https://peerrecoverynow.org/product/2023-update-to-the-comparative-analysis-of-state-requirements-for-peer-support-specialist-training-and-certification-in-the-u-s/
mailto:?subject=
https://mh.alabama.gov/division-of-mental-health-substance-abuse-services/peer-programs/
https://health.alaska.gov/abada/Pages/AKpeerSupport.aspx#:~:text=The%20State%20of%20Alaska%20has,to%20recertify%20every%20two%20years.
https://copelandcenter.com/peer-specialists/american-samoa
https://www.azahcccs.gov/AHCCCS/HealthcareAdvocacy/OIFA/peersupport.html
https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/divisions-shared-services/aging-adult-behavioral-health-services/
https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/divisions-shared-services/aging-adult-behavioral-health-services/
https://www.capeercertification.org/certification-program-data-dashboard/
https://coprovidersassociation.org/
https://ctcertboard.org/
https://advocacyunlimited.org/
https://www.decertboard.org/certified-peer-recovery-specialist-cprs
https://dbh.dc.gov/service/consumers-and-families
https://dbh.dc.gov/service/consumers-and-families
https://flcertificationboard.org/certifications/certified-recovery-peers-specialist/
https://gc4recovery.org/
https://www.gmhcn.org/certified-peer-specialist
https://www.tohgeguam.com/
https://health.hawaii.gov/amhd/
https://www.ibadcc.org/directory
https://www.bpahealth.com/peer-family-support-certification/
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Data Source

Illinois SU + Co-Occu rring 99 4/19/24 Illinois Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Professional Certification Association
Illinois MH + Co-Occurring 130 4/19/24 Illinois Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Professional Certification Association
Indiana |nteg|"ated 1272 8/25/23 ICAADA, subsidiary of Mental Health America of Indiana

lowa SuU o1 112/24 lowa Board of Certification

lowa MH 59 7/12/24 lowa Board of Certification

Kansas SU & MH (separate) 2256 4/22/24 Kansas Behavioral Health Services

Kentucky integrated 3430 413724 entcs ot e iy S, Doparimen o B
Louisiana Integrated 443 4/3/24 Louisiana Office of Behavioral Health, Mental Health Services

Maine SuU 103 9/29/23 Maine Recovery Coach Certification Board

Maine MH 280 1/2/24 Maine Office of Behavioral Health, Department of Health and Human Services
Maryla nd |ntegrated 579 10/9/23 Maryland Addiction & Behavioral-Health Professionals Certification Board
Massachusetts SuU 194 1/10/24 Massachusetts Board of Substance Abuse Counselor Certification
Massachusetts MH 1406 9/1/23 Kiva Centers

Michigan SuU 1191 3/6/24 Michigan Department of Health & Human Services

Michigan MH 2327 3/6/24 Michigan Department of Health & Human Services

Minnesota SuU 1484 1/2/24 Minnesota Certification Board

Minnesota* MH 1900 4/19/24 Minnesota Department of Human Services

MiSSiSSippi Integrated 212 9/7/23 !\:/Ieirslzijf;p;:dDggftri:c?;zE;zf(gﬂLe:éaEl)Health Services, Division of Professional Li-



https://iaodapca.org/Members/Member-Directory?sort=ExpirationDate&filter-Credential=CPRS
https://iaodapca.org/Members/Member-Directory?sort=ExpirationDate&filter-Credential=CRSS
https://icaada.org/credentials-2/
https://iowabc.org/credentials/verify/
https://iowabc.org/credentials/verify/
https://kdads.ks.gov/kdads-commissions/behavioral-health
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dbhdid/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dbhdid/Pages/default.aspx
https://ldh.la.gov/page/mental-health-services
https://peerrecoverycoachme.org/
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/obh
https://www.mabpcb.com/certified-peer-recovery-specialist-cprs
https://www.mbsacc.com/
https://kivacenters.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs
https://www.mcboard.org/peer-recovery/
https://mn.gov/dhs/
https://www.dmh.ms.gov/providers/place/
https://www.dmh.ms.gov/providers/place/
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State/District/Territory [yioe of Cerifieator NEITISEEL? O Certifieql : Date Reported Data Source

(SU, MH, or Integrated) Peer Support Specialists
Missouri Integrated 1921 4/3/24 Missouri Credentialing Board
Montana |ntegrated 198 7/12/24 Montana Department of Labor & Industry, Business Standards Division
Nebraska Integrated 149 9/1/23 lljgglrfhfIg\fﬁggi;tgs:stuor;;ezﬁgiigd Human Services, Division of Behavioral
Nevada Integrated 348 4/19/24 Nevada Certification Board
New Hampshire su 880 EoEs | e i Sl
New Hampshire MH 475 anoza  fsdmnsorceorbusontconus s Concaton, o
New Jersey SuU 463 10/1 /23 glii\g(jr?rsseeglviizartment of Human Services, Division of Mental Health and Ad-
New Jersey MH 73 1/9/24 l(;liec\;\i/olr?rssgryv:iizartment of Human Services, Division of Mental Health and Ad-
New Mexico Integrated 763+ 7/19/23 New Mexico Office of Peer Recovery and Engagement (OPRE)
New York SuU 3000 9/8/23 ll;lr(_aOWVi:j(Z;I; gfeﬁéfx?(g?;gt(;?;d(,ssggect of the Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
New York MH 3977 9/11/23 New York Peer Specialist Certification Board
North Caroling integrated 5130 6r29/24  MohCnssemmeriortsthunn eniss Buionos v
North Dakota Integrated 242 9/11/23 &Dakma Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Behavioral
Northern Marianas Integrated 21 + 4/3/24 Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center
Ohio |ntegrated 2709 0/8/23 Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services
Oklahoma |ntegrated 1550 6/1/23 Oklahoma Department of Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
Oregon |ntegrated 5047 7/12/24 Oregon Health Authority, Office of Equity and Inclusion, Health Systems Division
Pennsylvania SuU 1683 1/4/24 Pennsylvania Certification Board



https://missouricb.com/
https://ebizws.mt.gov/PUBLICPORTAL/home.jsp
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Peer-Support-Training-Certification.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Peer-Support-Training-Certification.aspx
https://ncb.certemy.com/public-registry/982a89ca-1934-40a6-a5f4-26698cb87e38
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-licensing-alcohol-and-other-drug-use-professionals
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-licensing-alcohol-and-other-drug-use-professionals
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-licensing-alcohol-and-other-drug-use-professionals
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-licensing-alcohol-and-other-drug-use-professionals
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/dmhas/home/
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/dmhas/home/
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/dmhas/home/
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/dmhas/home/
https://yes.nm.gov/nmhr/s/office-of-peer-recovery-and-engagement?language=en_US
https://www.asapnys.org/ny-certification-board/
https://www.asapnys.org/ny-certification-board/
https://nypscb.org/
https://pss.unc.edu/data#:~:text=Of%20the%205%2C130%20Certified%20Peer,78%20reside%20in%20other%20states
https://pss.unc.edu/data#:~:text=Of%20the%205%2C130%20Certified%20Peer,78%20reside%20in%20other%20states
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/behavioral-health/peer-support/certification/apply
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/behavioral-health/peer-support/certification/apply
https://gbhwc.guam.gov/peer-support
https://mha.ohio.gov/community-partners/peer-supporters
https://oklahoma.gov/odmhsas/trainings/workforce-certification/certified-peer-recovery-support-specialist.html
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/EI/THWMtgDocs/THWCertificationsDashboard.pdf
https://www.pacertboard.org/cps
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State/District/Territory ;I'Sy B,el\jl) fH?c?rrtlg’it(;agtrigtne d) Egg: bSeurpogocr:tegSEC?alis ts Date Reported @ Data Source

Pennsylvania MH + Co-Occurring 2486 1/4/24 Pennsylvania Certification Board

Puerto Rico N/A No State Certification 5/15/24 Administracién de Servicios de Salud Mental y Contra la Adiccién (ASSMCA)
Rhode Island Integrated 227 9/11/23 Rhode Island Certification Board

South Carolina Integrated 916 9/15/23 Addiction Professionals of South Carolina (APSC)

South Dakota N/A No State Certification 5/15/24 Recovery Communities of South Dakota

Tennessee integrated 1239 5/1/24 Leonessee Deoarimentof entalealth & Substance Abuse Sevces Offce o
Texas SuU o77 9/21/23 Texas Certification Board

Texas MH 766 9/21/23 Texas Certification Board

Utah Integrated 903 12/3/23 gltjabr; tzizaerbrzsr;tngf I\I;eer?tl’;l’ll ﬁeHalljt?an Services, Integrated Healthcare, Office of
Vermont SuU 116 4/3/24 Recovery Vermont

Virginia Integrated 1106 9/11/23 Virginia Certification Board

Washington Integrated 7400 9/12/23 Washington State Health Care Authority

West Virginia Integrated 739 4/19/24 West Virginia Certification Board of Addiction & Prevention Professionals
Wisconsin Integrated 1354 9/12/23 Wisconsin Peer Specialists

Wyoming Integrated 145 1/3/24 Recovery Wyoming



https://www.pacertboard.org/cps
https://www.assmca.pr.gov/
https://www.ricertboard.org/
https://www.addictionprofessionalsofsouthcarolina.org/
https://www.recoverycommunitiesofsouthdakota.org/
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/mentalhealth/documents/TDMHSAS_Peer_Recovery_Onepager.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/mentalhealth/documents/TDMHSAS_Peer_Recovery_Onepager.pdf
https://www.tcbap.org/
https://www.tcbap.org/
https://sumh.utah.gov/education/certification/peer-support/
https://sumh.utah.gov/education/certification/peer-support/
https://recoveryvermont.org/
https://www.vacertboard.org/certifications
https://www.hca.wa.gov/billers-providers-partners/program-information-providers/peer-support
https://www.wvcbapp.org/find-a-certified-professional
https://www.wicps.org/
https://recoverwyoming.org/
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Number of Certified Peer Support Specialists Per 100,000 State/Territory/District Population

South Dakota 0.0
Puerto Rico 0.0
AmericanSamoa 0.0
NorthernMarianas I 0.8 S t 2 O
ection <.

Idaho (SU) NG 0.8

Guam I 1.8

Number of Certified Peer
Support Specialists Per 100,000 State/
Territory/District Population

lowa (MH) I 1.8
New Jersey (MH) I 2.4

lowa (SU) I 2.5

linots (SU) - I — 2.8 The following chart presents the number of certified peer support

Alaska I 2.5 specialists per 100,000 people across each state, district, and
territory in the United States. Data collection for this chart was
conducted from August 2023 through July 2024 (see Section 1.0
Arkansas N 4.0 for details on data collection and sources).

Vermont (SU) I 3.2

Wyoming I 4.2 . .
The per capita figures were calculated using 2023 U.S. census

N ebraska - | — 8 data. The information is organized from lowest to highest by per
District of Columbia | 5.0 capita count.

Maine (SU) 72 For questions or to provide updated information, please contact us

Massachusetts (SU) | I 7.5 at info@peerrecoverynow.org.

Hawaii - | 0.1
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Disclaimer

This report was prepared through the Peer Recovery Center

of Excellence under grant #H79TI083022 from the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). All
materials appearing in this product, except those taken directly
from copyrighted sources, are in the public domain and may be
reproduced or copied without permission from SAMHSA or the
authors.

Suggested Citation

Peer Recovery Center of Excellence. (2024). National Distribution
of Certified Peer Support Specialists in the United States by
State, District, and Territory. Peer Recovery Center of Excellence,
University of Missouri-Kansas City.

Do not reproduce or distribute this product for a fee without
specific, written authorization from the Peer Recovery Center
of Excellence. For more information on obtaining copies of this
resource, please email info@peerrecoverynow.orsg.

At the time of this publication, Miriam E. Delphin-Rittmon, PhD, is
Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use in the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the

Administrator of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

Administration (SAMSHA). The opinions expressed herein are the
views of the authors and do not reflect the official position of the
DHHS or SAMHSA. No official support or endorsement of DHHS,
SAMHSA, or the opinions described in this product is intended

or should be inferred. The work of the Peer Recovery Center of
Excellence is supported 100% by SAMHSA grant funding.
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